
Petal School District Names Academic Hall of Fame Inductees 

 

The Petal School District is proud to announce that a brother and sister were inducted 

simultaneously into the Petal Academic Hall of Fame! Frances E. Utter Lee and Phillip Andrew 

Utter have been named the 2012 inductees into the prestigious group of Petal graduates. The 

Academic Hall of Fame was established in 1989 to honor graduates who have a demonstrated 

record of academic and professional achievement. Inductees into the Academic Hall of Fame 

have been identified as having achieved a significant degree of success in their pursuit of higher 

education and their chosen field of work. 

 

Dr. Frances Lee is a 1987 graduate of Petal High School and a 1991 graduate of the University 

of Southern Mississippi with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English, with a minor in History.  Lee 

then went on to earn her Ph.D. in Political Science from Vanderbilt in 1997.  She specialized in 

American national governing institutions, with a focus on the U.S. Congress.  Her dissertation 

received national recognition when it was chosen for the American Political Science 

Association's E. E. Schattschneider Prize for the best dissertation in American Politics in 1997. 

 

After finishing the Ph.D., Lee was a Research Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, 

D.C., where she was able to finish co-authoring her first book, Sizing Up the Senate: The 

Unequal Consequences of the Great Compromise (University of Chicago Press, 1999).  The 

book examines the political and policy consequences of granting all states equal representation in 

the Senate, regardless of the size of their populations.  The book was selected for the D. B. 

Hardeman Award presented by the Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation for the best book on a 

congressional topic in 1999. 

 

When the fellowship ended in 1998, she joined the faculty of the Political Science Department at 

Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.  While on the faculty, she published a 

series of articles in prominent political science journals analyzing the processes by which 

Congress allocates federal funds geographically.  In 2002-2003, she served on Capitol Hill as an 

APSA Congressional Fellow.  Lee worked at CWRU until 2004, earning promotion and tenure 

along the way.  

 

In the fall of 2004, Lee joined the faculty of the Government & Politics Department at the 

University of Maryland, College Park.  She teaches courses in American government, the public 

policy process, legislative politics, and political institutions.  Her research turned to the topic of 

partisan politics in Congress with the publication of a second book, Beyond Ideology: Politics, 

Principles and Partisanship in the U.S. Senate (University of Chicago Press, 2009).  This book 

examines the sources of partisan conflict in Congress that go beyond the ideological 

disagreements between conservatives and liberals.  This book received the APSA's Richard F. 

Fenno Award for the best book on legislative politics in 2009. 

 

Lee is coauthor of a comprehensive textbook on the U.S. Congress that is widely used by college 

instructors around the country, Congress and Its Members (CQ Press).  This text is revised for a 

new edition after the congressional elections every two years.  She is also co-editor of the Oxford 

Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford University Press 2011), a reference work critically 

reviewing research on Congress.  Lee has given invited research presentations at national 



conferences and universities around the country, including Harvard, Stanford, Berkeley, 

Northwestern, Duke, and University of Chicago.  Lee was promoted to full professor at the 

University of Maryland in 2010.   

 

Lee is married to Emery G. Lee III. They have one daughter, Beverly Lee.   

 

Dr. Andrew Utter is a 1991 graduate of Petal High School who went on to receive two Bachelor 

of Science degrees at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge:   Biochemistry with a minor in 

Chemistry and Physiology and Zoology with a minor in Microbiology, graduating in 1996.  As 

an undergraduate he was awarded a research grant from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

for chemistry. 

 

He then returned to Mississippi for a Doctorate in Medicine graduating Magna cum Laude from 

University of Mississippi Medical Center in 2000.  During medical school, he was appointed to 

the academic honor societies Alpha Omega Alpha and Phi Kappa Phi.  He received the McGraw 

Hill book award, the Raymond Alfred Memorial Award, the Department of Surgery Prize, the 

Robert Snavely Award in Medicine and the Dean's Award three times for academic excellence.  

In the second year of medical school, he was given a full scholarship based on academic 

accomplishments, the Maribel Barber Scholarship in Medicine. 

 

After medical school, Dr. Utter completed Internal Medicine and General Surgery internships at 

the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.  He then went on to complete a six year training 

program in Neurological Surgery at the Mayo Clinic graduating in 2008.  During his residency, 

he presented research at National Meetings in New Orleans, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Phoenix 

and received the BrainLab Stereotactic Clinical Case Award after a presentation in Munich, 

Germany.     He obtained research funding studying biomechanics important for surgery on the 

cervical spine.  After residency, he completed a one year combined neurosurgery and orthopedic 

fellowship in spine surgery at the Cleveland Clinic from 2008 - 2009.    

 

Dr. Utter has published peer reviewed research in the Archives of Surgery, International Journal 

of Radiation Oncology, Orthopedics, Spine and the Journal of Neurosurgery, Spine.   He co-

authored two book chapters in the third edition of Spine Surgery: Techniques, Complication 

Avoidance and Management.  

 

Dr. Utter has been in private practice at The Spine Institute of Louisiana in Shreveport since 

2009.  He specializes in complex and minimally invasive spine surgery.  He also maintains a 

general neurosurgery practice:  treating and operating on disorders of the brain, spinal cord, spine 

and peripheral nerves.  He was appointed Clinical Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at 

Louisiana State University Health Science Center where he trains residents in spine surgery.  

Currently his research involves clinical trials for new spine implants and materials.  He has been 

an invited speaker at national and international neurosurgery meetings in Colorado, Florida, and 

Rome, Italy.   

 

Andrew Utter is married to Dina Utter.  They have a son Nathan Andrew and a daughter 

Karleigh Jean Utter.   Dr. Utter enjoys amateur racing in marathons, triathlons, road and 

mountain biking.  He is a member of First United Methodist Church in Shreveport.   



 

Dr. Lee’s and Dr. Utter’s mother, Beverly C. Utter still resides in Petal.  

 

The Petal School District is proud of the accomplishments of these outstanding Petal High 

School graduates. They serve as outstanding role models for present and future graduates of the 

school. Dr. Lee and Dr. Utter were inducted into the Academic Hall of Fame as part of the 

school district’s Academic Awards Program for graduating seniors at the Petal Performing Arts 

Center on Thursday, May 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. They will also be honored at a reception in the 

Petal High School’s Commons Area immediately following the awards program.  

 

 


