
The Accelerated Reader (AR) Program at Petal Elementary School 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1.  What is AR?   

AR stands for the Accelerated Reader program.  This is a computer program that helps teachers monitor 

each student’s silent reading comprehension and independent reading practice.  PES uses the AR program 

as a supplemental part of its overall reading program.  Students may take AR quizzes on books of their 

choosing within their reading range (see #3).  A score of 80% or higher on an AR quiz indicates that the 

student had a good understanding of what they read.  They will then earn AR points for that book.   The 

Petal School district has purchased all quizzes that are available through AR. 

 

2. When can students take AR tests? 

All teachers have one or more computers in their classroom on which students may take AR quizzes 

during the day; these times are determined by the teacher.  The PES library also has four computers which 

are available at certain free times for students wishing to take AR quizzes.  Students are not allowed to 

take AR tests at home. 

 

3. How do students know which books are at the appropriate level? 

Students take a STAR test prior to beginning the AR program to determine their reading level for AR 

quizzes.  Students are encouraged not to take tests on books that are lower than their reading level. 

 

4. How do students know which books will be available on the AR program? 

Most books that students read in language arts class are included in the AR program as are many other 

age-appropriate books.  Parents can also search for AR books by author, readability level, point value and 

topic on the website AR BookFinder (www.arbookfind.com) and can keep a list of AR books they would 

like to read.   Many students find it helpful to keep a reading log or list in their binder of books they have 

read that count for AR points (see attached log as a sample).   

 

5. How can I see which books are available at the PES Library? 

On the main Petal School District website (www.petalschools.com), click on Library – Destiny on the lower 

left hand column.  Then click on PES to search the library database. 

 

6.  How can I tell if a book is appropriate for my child? 

A book’s Book Level (BL) and Interest Level (IL) will be noted inside the book’s front or back cover.  Book 

Level represents the difficulty of the text in terms of grade.  For example, a book level of 3.5 means that 

the text could most likely be read by someone whose reading skills are at a third grade level.  However, 

Book Level does not necessarily mean that the book’s content is appropriate.  Interest Level denotes 

appropriate content.  The IL notations are as follows:  LG (Lower Grades, K-3); MG (Middle Grades, 4-8); 

and UG (Upper Grades, 9-12).  Therefore, it’s important to check to make sure that both the Book Level 

and Interest Level of the books your child is choosing are appropriate.   

 

 

http://www.arbookfind.com/
http://www.petalschools.com/


 

7.  Why are students restricted to certain level books? 

Reading books that are too easy for a student can help a child to earn points; however, the point of the 

AR program is to enhance students’ reading experiences and foster their love for reading.  A child who is 

always reading books that are too easy is likely to become easily bored with reading.  On the other hand, 

a child who selects books that are too hard for him or her is most likely going to be frustrated and may 

not finish the books. 

 

8. Do AR points count towards reading grades? 

In other years, the AR points students earned did count towards their grade in Reading.  However, this 

year PES has decided not to use AR points towards an official grade. Instead AR is primarily used as a fun 

incentive to encourage reading as part of the PES overall reading program. 

 

9. How do students redeem their AR points? 

Once a month, each class will have a day to shop in the AR Store.  The AR Store is located in the PES lobby 

in the black display cabinet and is filled with small prizes.  Students can redeem their AR points for prizes 

ranging from 3 points up to 200 points.  Many students redeem their points for prizes each month while 

others may choose to save their points and redeem all of them at once for a prize worth more points.  

When the students earn at least 5 points at 80% accuracy, then they get to go AR shopping. 

 

10. Do students have to get all of the quiz questions correct to earn points? 

Students must earn an average of 80% overall on their quizzes in order to redeem points for prizes.   

 

11.  How can I as a parent or guardian track my child’s progress? 

You can go to the Shortcuts section on the left side of the Petal Schools website and choose “Renaissance 

Learning”; this will allow you to request a login ID to access your child’s AR points and tests he or she has 

taken. 

 

Thank you so much for supporting your child’s participation in the AR program.  It is our goal to make 

reading enjoyable and fun! 

 

 

 


